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VIII. ExtraSt of a Letter from Monf r de 
I/Ifle to Mr. Nettleton, containing the 
a$ual Menfuration of the Bafis propofed 
p. 42. Tranjlated from the French by 
T.S. MP. F.R.S. 

Tetersbourg, May 14, 1737. 

SIR, 

* * * QINCE my latt to you, I undertook to 
j[3 meafure the Bafis which I fpeak of in Page 
42 of this Tranfaffion, and had the good Fortune to 
meafure very exa&ly on the Ice, by taking the precife 
Diftance between her Imperial Majefty's Caftle at 5FV- 
terhojfj and the Caftle of 'Doubki, fttuate oppofite to 
it, on the Coaft of Finland. I found the Diftance 
between the oppofite Walls of thefe Caftles to be 
74,2^0 Feet Engli/h* This Bafis, being much greater 
than any of thofe employed hitherto for this Purpofe, 
gives room to expeft great Exa&nefs in the whole 
Work, when it fhali be carried on in the fame Man- 
ner. It will at once ferve to make a very exaft Map 
of the Bottom of the Gulph of Finland. Tis for 
the fame Defign, and for better ordering the Charts 
of the Coafts of the Baltick, that I intend (as foon 
as my Projeft flhall be approved here in its full Ex- 
tent) to begin to meafure my Triangles along the 
Coafts of Ingria and Li e vonis 7 to the Iflands of 
*DaghQ, Oefely &c+ And to the end that the Charts 
of the Places taken in by thefe Triangles may be 
finifh'd at the fame time., I fhall take with r»e all the 
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Charts of thefe Parts, which can be had, in order 
to verify and corred them in my Way. According as 
thefe Charts are thus finilli'd in the beft Manner, they 
may be engraved. I likewife intend to publifh, as 
foon as pofiible, all the Operations and Obfervations 
I (hall have made in my Expedition * that thus early 
Benefit may be reap'd from them, and that the Pub- 
lick, at the fame time the Charts come Out, may be 
acquainted with the Foundation on which they are 
conftruded. I once thought to have by this time 
printed the whole Detail of my Operations in taking 
the Bafis, that is, of the Precautions I ufed hi afcer- 
tainihg it 5 but as it was meafured in Englijh Feet, 
which I have a Deftre to reduce to this Country 
Meafure, and that 'tis requifite to confultthe original 
Standards here on this Head, which I have not as 
yet been able to procure 5 for thefe Reafons, I am 
obliged to delay the Publication of thefe firft Ob- 
fervations. * * * 
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